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Message from Mrs Lowe – Headteacher 
Well this has certainly been a testing half term for all of us. I am extremely thankful to, and proud of 

the way our staff have managed through what has been a very unsettled and disturbed half term 

with Covid related issues. There has been a lot of disruption with both staff and pupils having to 

isolate, we have been on a very steep learning curve like every other school across the country! 

There have been a lot of lessons learned this half term with regards to Covid related issues and we 

really do thank you for your patience and understanding. I would like to share some of the 

challenges that we have faced throughout this time. 

As we reported to Ofsted during our recent visit, it has been incredibly challenging to manage Covid 

issues and maintain the school improvement that needs to continue as we are still officially an 

inadequate school, although we know that we are making rapid progress towards the removal of 

special measures. The January 2020 monitoring visit highlighted the rapid improvements that had 

been made in a very short period of time, that improvement journey was abruptly interrupted by 

Covid when we had to close in March. We have come a long way given that officially we have only 

had just over 8 months of a fully operating school since both myself and Mr Burton joined Foxyards. 

We will continue to balance Covid management and school improvement to secure the 

improvements that need to be made.  

Our number one priority this half term has been to settle the children back into school and ensure 

that they are happy and emotionally healthy. I am really pleased to say that the children appear to be 

very happy and have settled well into the new routines.  

Over this half term we have needed to use supply teachers when staff are having to isolate due to a 

member of the household being tested, this is not ideal but we are trying to keep school open and 

not to cause any further disruption to your child’s education. I am sure that next term will be equally 

as challenging and will require us to continue to call on supply when teachers are absent. Our main 

aim is always to stay open and to have the children in school, which I’m sure you will agree is in the 

best interests of the children and working families. 

We will continue to improve and develop our remote learning package but this will take time and 

resources to be able to do this. We are aware that many schools are also facing difficulties with 

providing remote learning and that we are actually doing quite well in comparison with getting our 

online learning up and running at short notice. Schools had been given until the end of September to 

have a plan in place for setting up remote learning, unfortunately, our first cases of Covid happened 

very early in September meaning we had to act very quickly to set up the remote learning offer. It 

wasn’t perfect but we wanted to get something up and running as soon as possible. We will continue 

to work on improving it over the next half term.  

Many of the decisions that we are having to make are being made at very short notice, meaning that 

we can’t always quality assure everything that is being sent out to you, sometimes we have to use 

the mantra that ‘done is better than perfect’ to ensure we are communicating in a timely manner. 

Please bear with us over the coming months as we expect the next half term to be as equally 

challenging, if not more as cases rise! Please remember we were already on journey of 

improvement in a special measures school and have now have Covid thrown into the mix. We won’t 

get everything right and it won’t always be perfect but please rest assured we are doing our very, 

very best for your children and we are still committed to the journey to become outstanding over the 

coming years.  

Take care, stay safe and have a restful half term. 

 

 

Foxyards News 
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Breakfast and After School enrichment 

clubs 

We are running a range of dance, sports and music 

clubs before or after-school. These sessions run as 7 

week blocks and will swap between year groups each 

term to ensure children across school get opportunities 

to take part. We need to reduce mixing of children from 

year groups were possible as part of our response to 

Covid.  

Club sessions are charged at £3.50 and this contributes 

towards the cost of specialist teachers/coaches.  

Contact the office if you would like to book a place for 

our child.  

  School Photographs 

Academy photography will be on Monday 23rd 

November to do individual photographs. Due 

to Covid we will not be able to do family 

groups, there will be an opportunity for siblings 

in school to have photos taken together.  

  

Safeguarding 

All adults have a duty to ensure that all children are safe and free from harm. If you have are worried or 

concerned about your own child or another child, you can either call school for advice or report it yourself. 

You should call 999 where you feel a child is at immediate risk of harm. For all concerns you can contact the 

relevant local authority Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) or visit their website to report online.  
Dudley  

MASH Advice line: 0300 555 0050 (9am – 5pm) Out of hours: 0300 555 8574 

Sandwell  

MASH 0121 569 3100 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

New Website 

Our new website is being populated with Foxyards info and 

will be live from November 2nd. The website is for Foxyards 

Academy but it will be updated with news and current events 

for Foxyards Primary School. The old website will remain live 

until we convert in December but will not be updated.  

The parents tab will have a live calendar that will be updated 

weekly. 

Please visit and take a look around. There will be more 

added next half term. 

www.foxyardsacademy.com 

  

 

A parent has made us aware and would us to 

share with others that a child beauty set 

(Shimmer ‘n Sparkle insta glam) has caused 

their child a skin reaction which has left some 

painful marking.  
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Term Dates 

NEW INSET DATES ADDED: Monday 4th January and Tuesday 5th January 

 

Autumn Term 2020 

Term Time: Tuesday 1 September 2020 to Friday 23 October 2020 
  

Half Term: Monday 26 October 2020 to Friday 30 October 2020 
  

Term Time: Monday 2 November 2020 to Friday 18 December 2020 
  

Friday 20th November INSET Day 

  

Spring Term 2021 

  

Term Time: Monday 4 January 2021 to Friday 12 February 2021 

  

Half Term: Monday 15 February 2021 to Friday 19 February 2021 

  

Term Time: Monday 22 February 2021 to Thursday 1 April 2021 

  

  

Monday 22nd February INSET Day 

  

Summer Term 2021 

  

Term Time: Monday 19 April 2021 to Friday 28 May 2021 
  

Half Term: Monday 31 May 2021 to Friday 4 June 2021 
  

Term Time: Monday 7 June 2021 to Wednesday 21 July 2021 

  

* 1 Additional to be confirmed after Christmas 

Academic Mentors Vacancy 

We have secured funding from the DfE to recruit two academic 

mentors in school, the contract would run from January to July. 

We are preferably looking for people with experience in a school 

setting and a minimum of a 2:2 degree. 

If you are interested please email zlowe@foxyardsacademy.com 

and we will then arrange to have a conversation after half term.  

mailto:zlowe@foxyardsacademy.com
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Covid 

We need you to continue reporting positive cases to school during the half-term 

holiday. E-mail cburton@foxyardsacademy.com if your child tests positive for 

Covid during the half-term break.  

 

If your child develops symptoms of Covid19 over the half-tem break you 

should continue to book a Covid test and let school now. We are required to 

continue reporting (anonymous) information relating to Covid during the break 

and a positive case could still impact on a year group or class bubble. If a 

child develops symptoms and is confirmed positive Covid over this weekend 

(24th, 25th, 26th) then this may mean some children in school will need to self-

isolate. We will update parents via text message so please contact the office 

today if you have not been receiving text updates.  

 

A reminder that if anyone in your household has symptoms of Covid or has a 

Covid test, the whole household should self-isolate until a negative result is 

received or for 14 days from onset of symptoms. Please do not send your 

child to school if someone in the house has had a Covid test until a negative 

result. 

 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 

 

School day – Timings (From November 2nd) 

Please stick the times of the day where possible. We have made some slight 

changes as everyone gets quicker at coming in so that children can maximize 

their learning time. Older siblings can arrive early with younger siblings. 

Younger siblings can leave later with older siblings. This ensures all children 

are not missing any of their learning.  

 

Nursery – 12:30 - 3:15/3:30 

Reception- 08:30 - 14:40 (gates open at 14:40 and close at 14:45) 

Year 1 & 2 – 08:40 - 14:55 (gates open at 14:55 and close at 15:00) 

Year 3 & 4 – 08:50 – 15:15 (gates open at 15:15 and stay open until end of day) 

Year 5 & 6 – 09:00 – 15:30 

 

Remember socially distance when waiting in playgrounds and leave site promptly after 

collection. 

mailto:cburton@foxyardsacademy.com
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/

